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Chemonics

Development works here.

(RFQ) Request for Quotations & 5 <l ga )2

Issuance Date: 08/10/2020

Deadline for Offers: 08/19/2020

Description: RFQ for BPA for Translation Services

For: Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS
NET) Project

Funded By: United States Agency for International
Development (USAID),

Contract No: Prime Contract No. 7200AA19D00001;
Task Order No. 7200AA19F00018

Implemented By: Chemonics Afghanistan Limited
Management and Implementation Services.

Point of Contact: Obaidullah Faisal,
ofaisal@chemonics.com

*#kxk ETHICAL AND BUSINESS CONDUCT
REQUIREMENTS *#*%*

Chemonics is committed to integrity in procurement,
and only selects suppliers based on objective business
criteria such as price and technical merit. Chemonics
expects suppliers to comply with our Standards of
Business Conduct, available at
http://www.chemonics.com/OurStory/OurMissionAnd
Values/Standards-of-Business-
Conduct/Pages/default.aspx.
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Chemonics does not tolerate fraud, collusion among
offerors, falsified proposals/bids, bribery, or kickbacks.
Any firm or individual violating these standards will be
disqualified from this procurement, barred from future
procurement opportunities, and may be reported to both
USAID and the Office of the Inspector General.

Employees and agents of Chemonics are strictly
prohibited from asking for or accepting any money,
fee, commission, credit, gift, gratuity, object of value
or compensation from current or potential vendors or
suppliers in exchange for or as a reward for business.
Employees and agents engaging in this conduct are
subject to termination and will be reported to USAID
and the Office of the Inspector General. In addition,
Chemonics will inform USAID and the Office of the
Inspector General of any supplier offers of money, fee,
commission, credit, gift, gratuity, object of value, or
compensation to obtain business.

Offerors responding to this RFQ must include the

following as part of the proposal submission:

e Disclose any close, familial, or financial
relationships with Chemonics or project staff. For
example, if an offeror’s cousin is employed by the
project, the offeror must state this.

e Disclose any family or financial relationship with
other offerors submitting proposals. For example,
if the offeror’s father owns a company that is
submitting another proposal, the offeror must state
this.

o Certify that the prices in the offer have been
arrived at independently, without any consultation,
communication, or agreement with any other
offeror or competitor for the purpose of restricting
competition.

e (Certify that all information in the proposal and all
supporting documentation are authentic and
accurate.

e Certify understanding and agreement to
Chemonics’ prohibitions against fraud, bribery and
kickbacks.

Please contact Fazal Rahman Malakhail,
fmalakhail@chemonics.com with any questions or
concerns regarding the above information or to report
any potential violations. Potential violations may also
be reported directly to Chemonics’ Washington office
through the contact information listed on the website
found at the hyperlink above.
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Section 1: Instructions to Offerors Glbighy A ciblaa 1 iy

1. Introduction: The Famine Early Warning Systems 23t USAID 4wl So i )5 055 0 14adia ]

Network (FEWS NET) Project is a USAID ki 5 (B pe Cledd O 5 Ja i 4S8
program implemented by Chemonics Afghanistan R il - (S0 5arS Cal ghusally sass
Limited Management and Implementation Services — J) Cbe <) s Caan 23 Kae Gadai liuilad]
in Afghanistan. The goal of FEWS NET YL CdS b (38 Cul gemn st 549 )25 4 )
Afghanistan is to provide high quality food security — ¢sllall i 1S s 43 (Jasd ) Jid as AT
analysis and early warning to international, Adle ol Glilad) e 5 ) 4ihis
regional, and national partners in Afghanistan. As GOIA 43058 sl Cullad (o ja )3 i 5
part of project activities, FEWS NET Afghanistan A1) ol Glead 3y a4y )5
plans to contract translation services to translate 8 Juail SO L) b yifa 4y 5yl leas
weekly/monthly reports, Field Assessment report 200 Dl aldie) J8

and special food security report from English to
Dari and Pashto local languages and vice versa in
order to distribute the reports among local partners
and Government agencies.

The purpose of this RFQ is to solicit quotations O oaiiS 4 ye 3 (5,84 i RFQ ol ) uaie
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services of translation. As a result of this RFQ, the
FEWS NET project anticipates issuing a blanket
purchase agreement (BPA)—or possibly multiple
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NET Project to issue specific purchase orders, on
an as-needed basis, for the procurement of these
items between the date of agreement issue until
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October 14, 2021. The Supplier shall furnish the Ole A 53 o3l odla 7y ladd /3 2y oS
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issued by Chemonics under this BPA. Chemonics Laih (S5 sa a4 ) | (BPA) i Cae 3 3
is only obligated to pay for supplies/services 3 a LS i 3y sk 31 AS | adie Ca) ol g

ordered through purchase orders issued under this
BPA and delivered by the Supplier in accordance
with the terms/conditions of this BPA.
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disqualification of an offer from consideration.
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Questions: Questions regarding the technical or
administrative requirements of this RFQ may be
submitted no later than 4:30PM local Kabul time
on 08/16/2020 by email to
ofaisal@chemonics.com. Questions must be
submitted in writing; phone calls will not be
accepted. Questions and requests for
clarification—and the responses thereto—that
Chemonics believes may be of interest to other
offerors will be circulated to all RFQ recipients
who have indicated an interest in bidding.

Only the written answers issued by Chemonics will
be considered official and carry weight in the RFQ
process and subsequent evaluation. Any verbal
information received from employees of
Chemonics or any other entity should not be
considered as an official response to any questions
regarding this RFQ.

Specifications: Section 3 contains the technical
specifications of the required items that may order
under the BPA. All commodities offered in
response to this RFQ must be new and unused.

Please note that, unless otherwise indicated, stated
brand names or models are for illustrative
description only. An equivalent substitute, as
determined by the specifications, is acceptable.

At this time, specific quantities to be purchased
under any BPA resulting from this RFQ are
unknown. Specific quantities will depend on the
needs of the FEWS NET Project. Individual
purchase orders will be issued under the BPA
agreement, as the need arises for additional
commodities/services.

Quotations: Quotations in response to this RFQ
must be priced on a fixed-price, all-inclusive basis,
including delivery and all other costs. Pricing must
be presented in the Afghani currency. Offerors
must assess and include in their total cost of
proposal any taxes required by Afghanistan income
tax law. Chemonics will not allow an awarded
entity to add taxes (including BRT taxes) or any
previously unanticipated costs to the budget after
an award is made.

Offers must remain valid for not less than thirty
(30) calendar days after the offer deadline. Prices
quoted must remain fixed for a minimum of 12
months. Offerors are requested to provide
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quotations on their official quotation format or
letterhead; in the event this is not possible, offerors
may complete the table in Section 3.

In addition, offerors responding to this RFQ are
requested to submit the following:

e Organizations responding to this RFQ are
requested to submit a copy of their official
registration or business license.

e Individuals responding to this RFQ are
requested to submit a copy of their
identification card.

e Additionally, if the order involves
performance of incidental services
(installation of USAID-financed equipment
or the training of personnel in the
maintenance, operation, and use of such
equipment) outside of the United States,
then before commencing performance
under any potential purchase order, the
Supplier will be expected to maintain
coverage through worker's compensation
insurance or security covering each
employee to the extent required by the
Defense Base Act (DBA) of the United
States (42 U.S.C. 1651) pursuant to FAR
52.228-3 and AIDAR 752.228-3. It is
expected that quotes submitted under this
RFQ are inclusive of workers’
compensation and any other insurance
legally required in the country of
performance.

Delivery: The delivery location for the items
described in this RFQ is the FEWS NET office
within the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock. As part of its response to this RFQ, each
offeror is expected to provide an estimate (in
calendar days) of the delivery timeframe (after
receipt of order). The delivery estimate presented
in an offer in response to this RFQ must be upheld
in the performance of any resulting contract.

Source/Nationality/Manufacture: All goods and
services offered in response to this RFQ or
supplied under any resulting award must meet
USAID Geographic Code 937 in accordance with
the United States Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), 22 CFR §228. The cooperating country for
this RFQ is Afghanistan.

Page 5 of 17

w153 i 5348 s 5 e (el s 3205 (Kons
bl g pald ) Gl sl

Ll 2 age ey RFQ () 434S Jldlasla 51 (Lisdle
el 41 1 (2] 5 U2 s

ki a0 gosly RFQ 0l 4248 (Sl e )
I basd paw) @l A SQU 25
Aubed 4l 2 6a (S les

Lalii 2820 gealy RFQ (yl 4348 (533l )
kel 4yl ) s o SN KK U pdiaa

haa laxd ol il i 0 K1 Bl
G059l L USAID disal 43 Ol gt )

9 6(5)‘33‘ D‘J “"_L\§\J,4 }.Lxé; Craud B u\AJ.AJIS
VL 3z A 5 (Dl aead O ) el
Gob IS el ) i cadly Jals 1S el saaie
4o e 48 35 e U o il 5 )lu A il
1) de S Cuial Ly KIS 25 e
YL e liy sla oSl anyY (3ula 4S (51 o i)
FAR (tas (42 U.S.C. 1651) Kol saaia
4wl a ¥ AIDAR 752.228-3 552.228-3
sla 6)3453_5‘)..34‘)\.23.]\ me}:ﬁt_\u\ ol
2 e Jald Gl o2l 4l ) RFQ o) (32 4S
Ol (ko ada gy e ) 58S 2 4S daw 5 (laie IS
A.uab Gl sl Aty ?Jy

RFQ ¢l 53 028 7 5 a3l (ol o Jaa 3 Aabigad 6
48 25 e T 2dlue s lalle 5 5kl eche) )3 ) )
4) (el O 5l 2 RFQ (ol 40 gy s allagly s
(Ciala 8 2l )3 ) 3a) |y Aok (o s 51 55
Ol A Gy 9o 81 S Akl el e ) e aal
e o) ) i 33 3£ a sla) s 3 RFQ

RS

)J‘\Sébh}\.ﬁ‘){\sw B :JJJSJ:\SJE/J‘,A:&S/&:\A7

A e O ) iie Ayl 8 sk L (Sl RFQ ) 42 &y
L cithe 53 937 USAID (b i 35S b 2 Kae
22 CFR §228 4\5\:\}\ sdate YL d\)dﬁ &L\‘J)SA 28

Adle liilad) REQ o) S i€ a0 K Cyle

AFG RFQ, V3 September 18 ,2017


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title22-vol1/pdf/CFR-2015-title22-vol1-part228.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title22-vol1/pdf/CFR-2015-title22-vol1-part228.pdf

10.

RFQ for the Provision of Translation Service
Aan i et ) (gl i & ol g3 50
FEWS NET-07-Pillar 1-002

Offerors may not offer or supply any commodities
or services that are manufactured or assembled in,
shipped from, transported through, or otherwise
involving any of the following countries: Cuba,
Iran, North Korea, Syria.

Warranty: Warranty service and repair within the
cooperating country is required for all commodities
under this RFQ. The warranty coverage must be
valid on all commodities for a minimum of twelve
(12) months after delivery and acceptance of the
commodities, unless otherwise specified in the
technical specifications.

Taxes: Pursuant to Article 72 of the Afghanistan
Income Tax Law, Chemonics is required to
withhold taxes from the gross amounts payable to
all Afghan suppliers. In accordance with this
requirement, should an award be made to a
successful offeror and an agreement is successfully
negotiated with that offeror, Chemonics will
withhold two percent (2%) tax from the entity’s
gross invoices if the entity is in possession of an
active business license issued by any of the
following entities - the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of
Information and Culture, Ministry of
Telecommunications, Ministry of Economics,
Ministry of Education or Ministry of Public Health
- at the time the awarded entity submits invoices
for payment, and the invoices are successfully
reviewed and approved by Chemonics. If the
entity provides services contrary to approved by-
laws or it does not possess a business license issued
by any of the aforementioned public entities, but
possesses licenses issued by other local or national
government entities or municipalities, Chemonics
will in this case withhold a seven percent (7%)
fixed tax on the gross amount payable to the
awarded entity, subject to Chemonics’ review and
approval of the suppliers’ invoices. In either case,
this tax is withheld by Chemonics from the gross
amount payable to the awarded entity and
subsequently remitted to the Ministry of Finance.
Chemonics will maintain records of all of such
remittances. Chemonics reserves the right to
directly verify all licenses with the relevant
authorities

Eligibility: By submitting an offer in response to
this RFQ, the offeror certifies that it and its
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principal officers are not debarred, suspended, or
otherwise considered ineligible for an award by the
U.S. Government. Chemonics will not award a
contract to any firm that is debarred, suspended, or
considered to be ineligible by the U.S.
Government.

Evaluation and Award: The award will be made
to a responsible offeror whose offer follows the
RFQ instructions, meets the eligibility
requirements, meets or exceeds the minimum
required technical specifications, has strong past
performance references, and is judged to be the
best value based on a lowest-price, technically-
acceptable basis.

Offerors must provide contact information to verify
past performance using the Past Performance
Information Sheet included in Annex A. Offerors
must provide minimum of three, but no more than
a maximum of five, references. Offerors should not
fill out the Past Performance Reference Check
Sheet in Annex B.

Please note that if there are significant deficiencies
regarding responsiveness to the requirements of
this RFQ, an offer may be deemed “non-
responsive” and thereby disqualified from
consideration. Chemonics reserves the right to
waive immaterial deficiencies at its discretion.

Best-offer quotations are requested. It is anticipated
that award will be made solely on the basis of these
original quotations. However, Chemonics reserves
the right to conduct any of the following:

e Chemonics may conduct negotiations with
and/or request clarifications from any
offeror prior to award.

e  While preference will be given to offerors
who can address the full technical
requirements of this RFQ, Chemonics may
issue a partial award or split the award
among various suppliers, if in the best
interest of the FEWS NET Project.

e Chemonics may cancel this RFQ at any
time.

Please note that in submitting a response to this
RFQ, the offeror understands that USAID is not a
party to this solicitation and the offeror agrees that
any protest hereunder must be presented—in
writing with full explanations—to the FEWS NET
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Project for consideration, as USAID will not
consider protests regarding procurements carried
out by implementing partners. Chemonics, at its
sole discretion, will make a final decision on the
protest for this procurement.

Award is contingent on successful vetting of the
awarded offeror by USAID. Pursuant to the
Mission Order 201.06, vetting is required for all
non-U.S. recipients proposed for any award in
excess of $25.000 at any tier under a USAID
contract, including subcontracts, 2nd-tier
subcontracts, or any other similar award instrument

Terms and Conditions: This is a Request for
Quotations only. Issuance of this RFQ does not in
any way obligate Chemonics, the FEWS NET
Project, or USAID to make an award or pay for
costs incurred by potential offerors in the
preparation and submission of an offer.

This solicitation is subject to Chemonics’ standard
terms and conditions. Any resultant award will be
governed by these terms and conditions; a copy of
the full terms and conditions is available upon
request. Please note the following terms and
conditions will apply:

(a) Chemonics’ standard payment terms are net 30
days after receipt and acceptance of any
commodities or deliverables. Payment will
only be issued to the entity submitting the offer
in response to this RFQ and identified in the
resulting award; payment will not be issued to
a third party.

Any award resulting from this RFQ will be in
the form of a Blanket Purchase Agreement
(BPA). The FEWS NET Project anticipates
issuing a BPA (or multiple BPAs) under which
specific purchase orders can be issued—on an
as-needed basis—at the pricing levels
established in the BPA. When the need arises
for the commodities/services described in the
BPA, the FEWS NET Project will issue a
purchase order to the BPA-holder. If there are
multiple BPA-holders as a result of this RFQ,
the purchase order will be issued to the BPA-
holder that presents the best value for that
specific order, based on price and delivery
time. Any BPA issued as a result of this RFQ
will have a minimum duration of at least 3
months. The Supplier shall furnish the
supplies/services described in any purchase
orders issued by the FEWS NET Project under

(b)
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the BPA. The FEWS NET Project is only
obligated to pay for supplies/services to the
extent purchase orders are issued under any
BPA resulting from this RFQ.

(¢) No commodities or services may be supplied
that are manufactured or assembled in, shipped
from, transported through, or otherwise
involving any of the following countries: Cuba,
Iran, North Korea, Syria.

(d) Any international air or ocean transportation or
shipping carried out under any award resulting
from this RFQ must take place on U.S.-flag
carriers/vessels.

(e) United States law prohibits transactions with,
and the provision of resources and support to,
individuals and organizations associated with
terrorism. The supplier under any award
resulting from this RFQ must ensure
compliance with these laws.

(f) The title to any goods supplied under any
award resulting from this RFQ shall pass to
Chemonics following delivery and acceptance
of the goods by Chemonics. Risk of loss,
injury, or destruction of the goods shall be
borne by the offeror until title passes to
Chemonics.

(g) Suppliers providing incidental services will be
required to maintain worker's compensation
insurance covering each employee to the extent
required by the Defense Base Act of the United
States.

13. Governing Language

The award will be executed in the English language,
which shall be the binding and controlling language for
all matters relating to the meaning and/or interpretation
of this RFQ.
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Section 2: Offer Checklist

To assist offerors in preparation of proposals, the
following checklist summarizes the documentation to
include an offer in response to this RFQ:

No  Description/Question

1 Copy of valid business license (see Section 1.5 for
more details):
Companies with expired business license will not be
considered.

1.5 Ohda 4y jidn Sl 5o 6l ) k) Jhda (S s oS
ine 4338 g U5 ke lsa (510 (sla S (48 4an) ja

Cover letter:
Is the cover letter attached? Was the cover letter signed
by an authorized representative of the company? See
Section 4 for template.
5 Ll 0l 00 dpaiia ( jre 0 538 Ll 1A jra gisa
Sl oy K pliaa) S yb Cuadla b oailai Jaws 63 8 yee
Aulad dzal e 4 (i 40 40540 5] 0

Evidence of Past performance:
Did you submit a past performance references (Past
Performance Information Sheet — Annex A)?

3G 5 Gl ja) W)
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Official Quotation including Cost, Specifications and
Warranty:
Did you include the cost for each item? Note all cost
must be present in AFN. Warranty period must be
included as well. See Section 3 for template.
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Period of Performance:
The Period of performance is 260 working days. Can you

complete the work in 260 working days? O Yes O No
» 0 s 0O

1S Gl Al Gida
260 5210 S ol el U 2ilie 5 IS 555260 S Sl al e
£l gire 03 e JaS

Validity of offer:
Offers must be valid for at least 30 days. Please choose

only one checkbox. .
gy L) s O 30 Days O 60 Days 0O 90 Days O Other:
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Section 3: Specifications and Technical
Requirements

The table below contains the technical
requirements of the commodities/services.
Offerors are requested to provide quotations
containing the information below on official
letterhead or official quotation format. In the
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this Section 3 and submit a signed/stamped
version to Chemonics.
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dale -
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AFA — . . . Description and Line
AFA — Items and Specifications Offered unit . .
rush Specifications Item
. normal
delivery .
. delivery
time .
time
Translate from English to Dari Per word | Translation Services
4l A 4an i Aledd 1
S 4 el ) Aan i
Translate from English to Pashto | Per word | Translation Services
4l A 4an i Aledd 2
Sl 4 () ) a3
Translate from Dari to English Per word | Translation Services
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el A 0 ) 4ea i
Translate from Pashto to English | Per word | Translation Services
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Delivery time (after receipt of order):
One (1) calendar day.
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Section 4: Offer Cover Letter

The following cover letter must be placed on
letterhead and completed/signed/stamped by a
representative authorized to sign on behalf of the

offeror:

To: FEWS NET Office
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock

Reference: RFQ No. FEWS NET-07-Pillar-02

To Whom It May Concern:

We, the undersigned, hereby provide the
attached offer to perform all work required to
complete the activities and requirements as
described in the above-referenced RFQ. Please
find our offer attached.

We hereby acknowledge and agree to all terms,
conditions, special provisions, and instructions
included in the above-referenced RFQ. We
further certify that the below-named firm—as
well as the firm’s principal officers and all
commodities and services offered in response to
this RFQ—are eligible to participate in this
procurement under the terms of this solicitation
and under USAID regulations.

Furthermore, we hereby certify that, to the best
of our knowledge and belief:

o We have no close, familial, or financial
relationships with any Chemonics or
FEWS NET project staff members;

e  We have no close, familial, or financial
relationships with any other offerors
submitting proposals in response to the
above-referenced RFQ; and
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independently, without any consultation,
communication, or agreement with any

other offeror or competitor for the purpose

of restricting competition.

e All information in our proposal and all
supporting documentation is authentic and
accurate.

e  We understand and agree to Chemonics’
prohibitions against fraud, bribery, and
kickbacks.
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e  We understand that all documents
provided, including a business license are
authentic and that Chemonics may
conduct verification at its own discretion

We hereby certify that we have read Chemonics
ethical and business conduct requirements
included on the first page of this RFQ and that
the enclosed representations, certifications, and
other statements are accurate, current, and
complete. Furthermore, we understand that
failure to comply with the above will lead to
disqualification of the quote, possible disbarment
from future opportunities or immediate
termination of the contract if awarded.

Authorized Signature:

Name and Title of Signatory:

Date:

Company Name:

Company Address:

Company Telephone and Website:

Company Registration or Taxpayer ID
Number:
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Company DUNS Number: <€ 33 DUNS ol

Does the company have an active bank

account (Yes/No)? S/l 2l Jlad Sl o &S i
Official name associated with bank account 2 (L ) ) SOL i L e e e ol
(for payment):
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Annex A — Past Performance Information Sheet
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Instructions: The Offeror should provide contact information for 3 to 5 past performances references. Chemonics will reach out to those companies with the

sheet in Annex B.

Project Title and
Description of Services

Location

Client Name and Contact Information (Company name, Point of Contact, title, e-mail address and phone)
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Project Title and
Description of Services

Location

Client Name and Contact Information (Email and Phone)
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