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1 https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/principles-partnership-global-humanitarian-platform-17-july-2007

2 https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/grand-bargain; Including subsequent iterations in the form of Grand Bargain 2.0 and 3.0

3 https://www.icvanetwork.org/uploads/2025/04/ICVA-HF-Pocket-Guide-Equitable-Partnerships-Localisation 250410.pdf

4 https://afghanistan.un.org/en/238795-united-nations-strategic-framework-afghanistan
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5 The Localization Technical Working Group (LTWG) was established in July 2023. It is a multi-stakeholder group comprising donors, UN agencies,
clusters, INGOs, and NNGOs and is coordinated by ACBAR.

% The UK Aid funded Afghanistan Context Sensitivity Mechanism (ACSM) is a collaboration between Saferworld and swisspeace and has
supported the LTWG for the past two years.
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Humanitarian Outcomes/Interaction/USAID (2019). NGOs and Risk: Managing uncertainty in local-international

partnerships  (Global report);  https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/ngos-and-risk-managing-
uncertainty-local-international-partnerships-global-report

ICVA (2025): Equitable Partnerships and Localisation ‘Grab and Go’ Pocket Guide;

https://www.icvanetwork.org/uploads/2025/04/ICVA-HF-Pocket-Guide-Equitable-Partnerships-
Localisation 250410.pdf

Peace Direct (2023): Transforming Partnerships in International Cooperation offers a suite of tools and guidance
designed to help both local and international organisations examine their values, practices, and power dynamics in
partnership settings; https://www.peacedirect.org/transforming-partnerships/

Centre for Humanitarian Action / CHA (2023): Localisation in Practice: Facilitating Equitable Partnership in
Humanitarian Project management; https://www.chaberlin.org/en/publications/localisation-in-practice/

European Commission (2023): Promoting Equitable Partnerships with Local Responders in Humanitarian Settings;
DG ECHO guidance note;
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/policies/sectoral/dg%20echo%20guidance%20note%20%20promoting%20equitabl
e%20partnerships%20with%20local%20responders%20in%20humanitarian%20settings.pdf

Plan International and Social Development Direct (2021): Building Equitable Partnerships: Tools with Guidance;
https://www.sddirect.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
04/Building%20Equitable%20Partnerships%20Tools%20Pack%20March%202025.pdf

Save the Children (2013) Partnership Engagement Guide;
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/save-children-partnership-engagement-guide

Save the Childre Resource Centre: Various resources on partnerships and localisation
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/collection/localisation

Saferworld (2021) Working in Solidarity for a Safer World; https://www.saferworld-

global.org/resources/publications/1369-working-in-solidarity-for-a-safer-world

Selected Good Practice Examples / Lessons Learned

Caritas (2017): Partnership Guiding Principles emphasize values such as mutual respect, shared responsibility,
transparency, and solidarity.
https://www.caritas.org/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/partnershipGuidingPrinciples.pdf; These

principles are operationalized through:

— Joint Planning and Decision-Making: Local partners are actively involved in the design and implementation of
programs, ensuring that their insights and contextual knowledge shape outcomes.

—  Participatory Budgeting: Financial planning is conducted collaboratively, allowing for equitable resource
allocation that reflects the needs and capacities of all partners.

— Direct Engagement with Donors: National partners are included in dialogues with donors, fostering
transparency and mutual accountability
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Danish Refugee Council/DRC (2021): Case Study: Equitable & Strategic Partnerships In Entry and Exit Approaches;
https://drc.ngo/media/ihgdnkg5/drc-case-study-2-equitable-and-strategic-partnerships.pdf

International Institute for Environment and Development / IIED (2023): Exploring equity in partnerships: Lessons
from five case studies; https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/exploring-equity-in-partnerships-
lessons-from-five-case-studies
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