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Definitions and Acronyms

Ashhar

Behsud |
Behsud Il
Bukhari
Dehqgan
Djerib
Emigrant
Farmer
Grab (« Grao »)
Hazarajat
Hazaras
Hezar-B6z
Immigrant

Ismaili

septimain shiism

Kuchis

Lalmi

Manteqga

Qizel-Bash

Ser

Seyyed

Traditional community work, at a village level, realized without any
money transaction (mutual aid)

Hissa-e-Awal Behsud

Behsud Markazi

Traditional heating and cooking stove, cylindrical

Farmer, used for land owner farming his own land and sharecropper
Surface measure unit corresponding to 0.2 hectares

A person who leaves his own country in order to settle permanently in
another one

Person working on someone else’s land, bringing material or farm
inputs

System of mortgage used in Afghanistan. In Behsud (and rural areas),
people generally mortgage their land.

Current afghan name for the Central Highlands area, mainly settled by
Hazara people

People from Hazarajat. Various theories circulate about their origin
(Mongols, Turco-mongols, Chagatai mongols from central Asia etc.)

Kuchis breeders of Nangarhar (eastern province). They move up to
summer grazing grounds in the area of Qol-e-Khish and Ab-e-Nogre
(North-east of Behsud | district)

A person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country

A Shiite sect whose adherents believe that Ismail, son of the sixth
Imam, was the rightful seventh imam (Musa al Kazim is the seventh for
duodecimal). Agha Khan is considered as the direct lineage of Ismail and
recognized as being original imam.

From Persian verb "Kutch kardan" (to leave / to escape). Pashtun
nomadic tribes.

Rainfed cultures. Most of them in Behsud are occupied by wheat, with
residual cultures of barely. They often are located on hill's slopes, and
cause the degeneration of pastures

Non-administratively defined area within the districts, with common
characteristics on social, climatic or geographic sights

Descendant of the military troops installed in Afghanistan by Nader
Shah Afshér, shah of Persia, during his conquest of Delhi’s sultanate
(18th century). Qizel-Bash are Shiite.

Unit measure for weight. 1 ser is equivalent to 7 Kg

Direct descendant of the prophet Muhammad in Sunnite Islam. In Shiite
Islam: descendant of the prophet through the filiation of Ali, fourth
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Calife, nephew and son-in-law Muhammad. Seyyed in Hazarajat are
Shiite.

Share-cropper Person working on someone else’s land, bringing only the workforce

Shiite — A member of one of the two great religious divisions of Islam that

duodecimal regards Ali, the son-in-law of Muhammad, as the legitimate successor
of Muhammad, and disregards the three caliphs who succeeded him.
They consider the 12th imam (Al Mahdi - Messiah) as the last one.

Sunnite A member of one of the two great religious divisions of Islam regarding
the first four caliphs as legitimate successors of Muhammad and
stressing the importance of Sunna as a basis for law.

Tchai-Khana Restaurant and tea house. Literally "House of Tea"

Uluswal Person in charge of the administrative authority of the Uluswali
Uluswali District — administrative subdivision of afghan provinces

AFS Afghanis - Afghan currency

AREU Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit

CHP Central Highland Programme

GERES Groupe Energies Renouvelables, Environnement et Solidarités;

implementing partner of CHP
IOM International Office for Migrations

MADERA Mission d'Aide au Développement des Economies Rurales en
Afghanistan; implementing partner of CHP

UNHCR United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees
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1 Introduction

1.1 1.1 Context of the area

1.1.1 1.1.1 Desk review
- DUPEIGNE Bernard, ROSSIGNOL Gilles, Le carrefour afghan, Folio actuel, 2002 -

The authors describe many aspects of the afghan multi-ethnic society, rooted in a history
made of peoples and commercial movements. Afghanistan’s situation, as a crossroad between
Indian and European worlds, is enlightened as a way to understand the current social networks
and the impact of conflicts and history on them. The book also depicts accurately the Afghan
ethnic groups and minorities. The book is not particularly dedicated to the situation of Hazaras
people, but is a great help to understand the social and economic relationships between
various populations through the country’s history.

- ECHAVEZ C., BAGAPORO J., PILONGO L., AZADMANESH S, Why do children undertake
unaccompanied journey ?, AREU-UNHCR, 2014 -

This report is an outcome of a collaborative research project by UNHCR and the Afghanistan
Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU) to examine the specific circumstances and motivations
leading Afghan children to travel to Europe and other industrialized countries. This issue of
children undertaking unaccompanied journeys abroad has been the focus of increasing
attention, in light of the significant numbers of unaccompanied children arriving in Europe and
the child protection concerns raised by this risky, and often irregular, travel. Afghanistan is
one of the most notable countries of origin of children undertaking unaccompanied journeys
abroad.

- IBRAHIMI Niamatullah, Shift and drift in Hazdra ethnic consciousness. The impact of
migrations, Crossroads Asia, 20121 -

“Niamatullah Ibrahimi presents in the fifth volume of the Crossroads Asia Working Paper
Series the results of his six-month Crossroads Asia Fellowship at the Center for Development
Studies (ZEFL) at Freie Universitat Berlin. He analyzes the evolution of an ethnic and political
group identity of the Hazara of central Afghanistan in historical perspective. The author shows
how recurrent conflicts, ethno-religious prosecutions and related processes of mobility and
migration have shaped and facilitated the development of a joint ethno-political Hazara
identity”2

This report has been used as a base to confirm / infirm the question of Hazaras identity and
consciousness, and then look at migrations on different sides. The idea was to make
comparison between the process underlined by the author and the reality of migrations in
Behsud. Do the migrations occur because of particular circumstances and without any
strategy? Or, on the contrary, does this political and social consciousness takes place in the
stated migratory flows?

!Available at: http://past.is/z1koG
2Frei Universitat Berlin, http://past.is/z1noS
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- MONSUTTI Alessandro, Guerres et migrations. Réseaux sociaux et stratégies économiques
des Hazaras d’Afghanistan, édition de I'institut d’éthnologie, Neuchdtel — édition de la maison
des sciences de ’lhomme, 2004 -

This book has been used as a baseline, as it perfectly tackles the topic of this study. The fact
that it has been written in 2004 also allowed us to make comparison between the situation
during Taliban and just after their fall. We built the following hypothesis that we tried to
confirm through the field investigations:

e There are various reasons for Hazaras migrations in the recent history. Is this typology
still comparable today?

e Seasonality: the migrations are largely described as being part of seasonal movements,
notably in young men’s population for work purposes.

e Destination of migrants is described as depending on circumstances, in Afghanistan
but also in the surroundings countries where Hazaras are used to migrate (Pakistan,
Iran). Are those patterns still ongoing, or do they need to be updated?

e Social and economic networks: It is shown that war and migrations do not completely
destroy the social and economic networks and solidarities among Hazaras population.
It was interesting to figure out if the current practices and relationships between
migrants and non-migrants confirm this trend.

- MOUSAVI Sayed Askar, The Hazdras of Afghanistan, an historical, cultural, economic and
politic study, St Martin’s press, 1997 -

This book makes a contribution in Afghanistan studies. It also directly confronts the taboo
subject of an Afghan sense of national identity, a crucial concept in the resolution of
Afghanistan's current crisis. The history of the place of Hazaras in the society is also described.

For this purpose, it was also interesting for us to meet with the author in Kabul University and
discuss with him about the changes and evolution of Hazaras situation since.

- UNHCR FU, Briefing notes on Behsud'’s situation, 2015 -

This note was particularly interesting as it describes the consequences of the seasonal conflict
in Behsud with Kuchis (number of IDPs, typology). Is also provides accurate figures of the
displaced families since 2007.

1.1.2 1.1.2 History of Hazarajat since 1842

Until the middle of the XIXt™ century, Hazarajat was depending neither on Kabul emirate, nor
on any other local political authority. The prevailing tribal system was regularly harmed by
clan’s conflicts. However, tribal affiliation and a common reference to more or less mythical
ancestors allowed a kind of cohesion. The title of “Mir” designated important valleys lords /
landlords and passed on from father to son.
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This area may be represented by the following map, showing that Hazarajat is constituted by
many provinces (entirely or partially). It is nothing but an historical location of Hazaras as there
is no formal acknowledgement3.

Map of Hazarajat

Dost Mohammad Khan (1842-1863%) was the first to impair this large autonomy of the region,
putting Bamyan and surroundings area under Kabul authority. After him, Abdul-Rahman Khan
(1880-1901)5 conquered the entire Hazarajat. The 1891-1893 military campaign was brutal
and exacerbated religious disagreements. Entire parts of Hazarajat were emptied and people
then flee to the current Pakistan, to Iran, in Central Asia and in the region of Mazar-e-Sharif.
This tragedy is still in the mind of Hazara people, be they member of diaspora or still
inhabitants of the country.

To compensate the exodus of those populations, the central authority opened the area to
Pashtuns nomadic Kuchis, of which some clans were already living in the area. The use of
money increased, as they were nomadic breeders but also merchants. Indebtedness of local
people allowed Kuchis to corner a large number of cultivated lands. Former owners were
maintained in the area as sharecroppers or farmerse.

The Mirs then lost their traditional power and became intermediaries between local
communities and government, which became more and more influent. Though, Mirs were
allowed to keep the property of their lands. Nowadays, the “Mir” title nearly disappeared and
has been replaced by “Khan”, a name given to any rich person.

Along the XX century, Hazaras people were marginalized, on economic and political points
of view. In addition to ostracism, bullying against Hazaras caused number of local revolts,
repressed by the government. As a consequence, numerous leaders were killed and many
poor farmers migrated to Kabul and reinforced the Hazaras community in cities. Following

3 Nowadays, Hazara people live in many other places or cities in the country
4 Reigning time is mentioned

5 ditto

6See definition for differences
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this, and because of the increase of “Hazara identity” feelings’, King Zaher Shah granted law
in favor of Hazara people. But Hazara people are still claiming for their rights, since the end of
the XIXt" century to the present day.

During soviet occupation (1979-1989) Hazarajat was not particularly targeted and did not
endure the consequences of the conflict like the eastern part of Afghanistan did. The region
however turned to be insecure because of conflicts between local parties and warlords. The
creation of Hezb-e-Wahdat (around 1995) due to the action of young people back from Iran
calmed down the situation and allowed the rise of a kind of unity.

“Lastly, the rise of ethnicity and ethnic consciousness among the Hazéras are
both a consequence and indication of the failure and crisis of nation-state
system in Afghanistan as well as ideologies such as political Islamism and
Marxism in reforming and reconstituting an alternative political system as
opposed to the model of Amir Abdur Rahman Khan that transformed ethno-
religious boundaries as basis of political mobilization8”

After the departure of soviets in 1989, and due the unstable political period in Kabul, Kuchis
transhumant came back to Hazarajat, claiming for reestablishment of the pastoral system set
up by Abdul-Rahman in 1893. The Kuchis landlords also pushed for the reimbursement of the
unpaid use of the land by Hazaras sharecropper during decades of war. Because of this,
Hazarajat little by little got isolated and closed upon itself.

Talibans emerged in the country in 1994 but they hardly entered in Hazarajat in 1998 after
Mazar-e-Sharif fell. Hazarajat has been suffering their presence and this marks the beginning
of the second important mass exodus in the recent history of Hazarajat and Behsud?.

Talibans left the area when winter came and entrusted the power to “local” Talibans. The
situation was then easier to stand for Hazara people than it has been in other part of
Afghanistan. However, many people have left at the beginning of the conflict, most of them
in Pakistan (Quetta) or Iran. The end of Mollah Omar’s government time in 2001 reinforced
the unity movement, born in the 60’s and strengthened in the 90’s in all the country, of
Hazaras people,. After the election of president Karzai, many Hazaras people became
members of parliament and now carry the political demands at a national level.

’About Hazara identity, see Niamatullah Imbrahimi, Shift and drift in Hazara ethnic consciousness. The impact of
migrations, Crossroads Asia, 2012. pp 17-18

8 Ditto, p18

°Cf. part 2.1. this episode is still very present in Behsud’s people mind
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1.1.3 Geography and population

1.1.3.1 The Wardak province

Wardak province® is located
on the southern side of Koh-e-
Baba mountain chain (5,060m)
and west of Paghman
mountain chain  (4,970m).
From north to south, altitude
decreases from 3,500 (average
altitude of piedmonts) to
1,200 meters in Jighatu area. It
is surrounded by Bamyan
(north-east), Parwan (east),
Kaboul (south-east), Logar
(south) and Ghazni (south-
west) provinces.

The Koh-e-Baba Mountain chain (background of the picture) is a
natural separation between Behsud and the largest part of
Hazarajat

Wardak is located on the water divide of two important basins:
e Helmand river (source located in Behsud | district) ;
e Kabul river and its tributary, Logar river
Economy of Wardak is mostly relying on agriculture, with the main resources being:

e Lower parts: irrigated agriculture (one harvest per year), important production of
apple and apricot, winter wheat crops and alfalfa.

e Upper parts: spring wheat crops, alfalfa and barley, forestry (aspen and poplars) until
2.500 meters, livestock (ovine, caprine and bovine)

The economy is also based on transportation companies and road services. Furthermore, the
province recently knew the restart of renovation and development works, interrupted in 1978.

Behsud | and Il districts are located in the north of the province, and due to their position on
the south side of Koh-e-Baba, form the south-eastern part of Hazarajat. They fully occupy the
superior parts of Helmand and Kajab River. In the south of Behsud district, Kajab River is a
tributary of Logar River. Nearly 50% of the area of both districts is made of a large, strongly
eroded granite massif (altitude between 2.300 and 3.000 m, highest peak at 4.252 m). Large
agro-pastoral areas combined with complex remote valleys networks are characteristics of
landforms.

Behsud!! is an agro-ecological area with an arid to semi-arid continental climate, typical of
Central Asia. It receives few rainfalls (200 mm per year in average). Most of them are

10 See annex 1
11n this report, “Behsud” refers to both districts
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snowfalls, which occur from November to March. The temperature variation is from -15 / -25°
Celsius in December to 20 / 28° in July and August.

Behsud is then a particular area, as it is separated of the main Hazarajat’s territory by the Koh-
e-Baba Mountain. Furthermore, it is directly in contact with Pashtun areas of Wardak and of
eastern Afghanistan. This has to be kept in mind as many phenomena in Behsud are linked
with this specific location.

1.1.3.2 Populations and settlement in Wardak

Pashtun settlement is dominant up to 2.500 meters to the north. Beyond this, life conditions
change and the area is settled with different kind of population: Hazaras, Tadjiks, Seyyed,
Qizel-Bash, transhumant Kuchis

In Behsud, the largest part of the population is Hazara. Nevertheless, other ethnical groups
constitute minorities in the area!2:

e Seyyed in the valley of Kajab (south of Behsud 1)
e Qizel-Bash and Seyyed on Bad-Asyab mountainous plateau (south of Behsud I)

e Ismailis in Ab-e-Noqra valley (north of Behsud | down Hadjigak pass) and Kutal Mullah
Yagoub (center of Behsud I1)13

e Transhumant Kuchis in mountain and hilltops of Kajab, Koh-e-Biroon, Qol-e-Khish, in
Dahan-e-Tanoor (Behsud I) and even in the piedmont of Koh-e-Baba, were the pasture
they were granted by Abdul-Rahman are located. Some of them own some cultivated
lands in various manteqas of Behsud (see part 4.2)

As a result of weak flow and rarity of water, many villages are spread along wetlands and
aquifers. Other hamlets are made of stronghold houses built around wells.

1.1.3.3 Agriculture and livestock

Agriculture is based on irrigated lands and rain-fed lands (La/mi) for cereals, but this practice
is limited as Helmand’s riverbed is strongly encased. Snow melting provides additional water
to the rare resources of Behsud.

Extensive pastures make important routes for transhumance and are a strong advantage for
livestock and small ruminants breeding. Cultivated lands are dedicated to wheat, alfalfa,
barley and potato. Harvesting of wild forage crops supplement the fodder reserves used
during the 5-months Behsud winter.

1.2 Methodology

1.2.1 Objective and Scope

GERES, Solidarités International, and MADERA, three French NGOs operating in Afghanistan,
have come together to form a consortium and have been funded by the French Development

12 See map in annex 2. This map is helpeful for the reading of this report as it contains the names of the quoted
Manteqas. the map is used with the kind authorization of MADERA
3Non-exhaustive list of the kind of population we met during the mission
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Agency (AFD) to undertake a 3%-year rural development and natural resources management
programme in the Central Highlands region of Afghanistan.

The objective of the project is to increase the living standards and quality of life of the rural
mountainous populations by promoting balanced rural development and preservation of
natural resources.

The project is made up 4 components, as follow:
I.  Support sustainable intensification of agriculture and livestock farming production

II.  Improve energy resilience of households and their living conditions in winter while
limiting the depletion of natural capital

[ll.  Improve access to, and management of, finite natural resources (pastures and water)
for the sustainability of the production systems

IV.  Produce knowledge and capitalize on the knowledge acquired within this programme
in order to initiate a political dialogue with local authorities and development actors.

The migration study is part of the component IV.

The programme is implemented in a large part of Hazarajat, where the 3 implementing NGO’s
have a long experience working:

e 3 districts of Bamyan Province (Saighan, Kahmard and Yakawlang)
e 2 districts of Wardak Province (Hissa-e-Awal-e-Behsud, Marzak-e-Behsud)

The “migrations study” is part of the 4""component of CHP, and has largely focused on the 2
Behsud districts.

The main tasks of consultant, as described in the call for tender are:

e Describing exhaustively the migration mechanisms and patterns (emigration /
immigration / seasonal / permanent) in the areas of intervention;

e Describing exhaustively socio-economic and financial impacts of migration at
community level especially on livelihood, agricultural, livestock activities;

e Quantitatively and qualitatively modeling/forecasting impacts of migration at
territories level (demography, pressure on resources, social network, remittance;

e Make hypothesis on impacts of project activities on migration and define a pool of
indicators to be monitored by the programme

1.2.2 Location of the study

The aim of the study is to obtain qualitative information about the question of migrations.
Actually, the timeframe proposed by GERES (up to 4 weeks) did not allow an accurate
guantitative analyze with a significant sample. It has to be mentioned that both districts of
Behsud cover a large area, equivalent to some afghan provinces (for instance Kunar, Paktia or
Kapisa). The geography and the difficulty to access some areas because of poor roads
conditions are also factors that do not allow a proper statistical analyze in such a short
timeframe.
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Therefore, sampling has been based on geography: both Behsud districts have been shared in
sub-entities, fitting with the manteqas* defined by MADERA for its activities:

e Janum / Ab-e-Nogre on the south side of Hadjigak pass (Bamyan road)
e Gardan Dewar, in the east of Behsud | (Uluswal of Behsud |)

e Manteqgas along Helmand river (right side) : Abdara, Pul-e-Afghanan, Ab-e-Shiroom,
Qotal Mullah Yagoub,

e The valley of Koh-e-Biroon

e The southern part of Behsud : Dahan-e-Rishqga, Sorkh Abad, Bad Asyab, Kajab-e-Bala

It has to be underlined that the choice of the driver has been an important part of the study
and has helped to draw accurate information. It may appear anecdotal or without any
importance. Nevertheless, we insisted with GERES and MADERA to make available Mr
Chaman Ali. In addition to his real quality for driving cars in bad road conditions, his long
working experience in MADERA grants him a great knowledge of all Behsud | and Il area.

Moreover, he is known by many communities and villages. His advice has been precious when
traveling in the area, and he ensured the first contact with villagers when we arrived. This
modus operandi allowed us to enter households in a trusting and serene climate, as we were
seen as MADERA employees, working in the area for a long time and well-known in the
communities. This might appear as a detail, but on a cultural point of view a proper
introduction within communities, he had an outweighing role in the execution of the field
investigation.

Lastly, the period for the field survey and travel had been precisely chosen at the end of August
— beginning of September. Actually, the summer end is the harvest time for the main crops
found in the area:

e animal fodder: alfalfa and barley
e subsistence crops : wheat and potatoes

Accordingly, all family members were working outside: women for harvesting, men in
preparing animal fodder storage for the winter; it made things easy to enter in contact with
people and “organize” improvised meetings with them. When one reaches this kind of remote
villages in Afghanistan, and that one is travelling with a familiar person in the area (in this case,
our driver), men always come to you for salutations and taking information about your visit.
Even if it cannot be taken as a real ethnographic characteristic, it has to be mentioned that
Hazaras people are an open-minded community and it is generally easy to create a proper
climate for discussion.

Bazaar and commercials area along the main Behsud road have also been interesting to
prospect. Different classes of people are found in those places: shopkeepers, restaurant
owners, craftsmen (particularly ironsmith of Foladi in Ab-e-Shiroom area), pump attendant.
We also have to underline the fact that those people have all a link with agriculture as they

14 See Terms and Definitions
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own lands and animals in addition to their commercial activity. In this case, animals are mostly
dedicated to household consumption and not to commercial purposes.

The para-veterinary network of MADERA was also a good source of information. Set-up in the
area for 15 years for the first ones, and 2 to 3 years ago for the most recent, the nature of
their activity makes them good observers of human activity: living conditions, economic
activity, evolution of the infrastructure, demography etc. and of course migrations.

A particular attention has been paid in interviewing members of educative community.
Schoolteachers have been met in various areas, in the morning just before beginning classes,
or at lunch time. In contact with the kids of their area, they are witnesses of the communities’
liveliness.

The research has also been undertaken in places outside Behsud districts. Bamyan, the capital
of Bamyan province, is the city where the ratio of Hazaras in the total population is the highest
in the country?s. Bamyan is also the economic capital of the region: since the fall of Talibans,
economy picked up very quickly. This vigor might be explained by main 2 factors:

e arelative secure situation compared to many other areas of the country (particularly
south and east)

e ltslocation on the central road connecting the east of the country (and the Indian sub-
continent) to the western part of the country and Iran. If the southern ring road is in
better'® conditions, the security issue leads a part of the commercial transportation to
use the central road.

Consequently, Bamyan city is attractive for migrants who leave the most remote districts. In
the last 15 years, the city has significantly grown, and many settlements of migrants have been
created around the city. For instance, the areas of Naw Abad (Shahr-e-Zohaq), in the east, and
Sorkh — Q0l, on the Yakawlang road, have been quickly settled as they have been built by / for
migrants.

A part of the study took place in Kabul city for two reasons:

I.  Thedistrict 13, located in the south-west of Kabul and named Dasht-e-Barshi, has been
established by Hazaras nearly 20 years ago. The fact of joining people from the same
family or ethnical origins is a proved and logical side of migrant’s behavior. For this
reason, numerous people leaving Hazarajat for Kabul are installed in this particular
neighborhood; actually, both shuras of Kajab and Behsud are located in Dasht-e-
Barshi?’.

II.  Kabul is the politic and administrative center of the country. Kabul University is the
most important of the country and hosts academics and intellectuals. It was then a
major concern to focus on the capital to get a global overview on the questions of
migrations in the south-east part of Hazarajat.

15 Many other ethnic groups, even though with a lower importance, live in Bamyan: Pashtuns, Tadjiks, Seyyed
and Qizel-Bash.

6 The works and improvements on this central roads (and on Behsud road, see part 3.3 hereunder) will likely
strengthen that trend

17 If Shuras can be found in the field, it is current to find the most important people, and then the real shura, in
Kabul (or in Pakistan during the war against soviets)
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A dialectic approach, with feedback between the investigation at a territory level and the ideas
of politics and institutions, has guided us to implement the survey and confront the points of
view.

1.2.3 Sampling, making contact

We decided not to be trapped in a specific or minimum number of people to interview. It has
happened many times that we interviewed one or two people only, to enjoy an unasked discussion.
It was particularly the case in small villages or when we met with acquaintances (for instance some
of the para-vets supported by MADERA). However, in villages or bazaars, we tried to gather many

people to have interesting focus groups.

A bias of organized, forecasted
interviews in Afghanistan is sampling:
when you request somebody in advance
to gather people in order to have an open
discussion, it is systematic that
community leaders will belong to the
group. They generally are the first and
the last one  speaking. Their
predominance in the discussion may
sometimes slow or shut down
contradictory opinions. For this reason,
and in order to meet people without this
politic context, decision has been taken
to sample interviewees “by chance”.

Focus group in Sya Khak, Surkh Abad area

A focus group is an informal assembly of people whose opinions are requested about a specific
topic. The goal is to elicit perceptions, feelings, attitudes, and ideas of participants about the
topic. As described above, both Behsud districts have been shared in number of manteqas,
that we reached by car. We could visit one or two mantegas by day. During the trip, random
sample have been made following our visual impressions: along a riverside; village with houses
that look empty/in bad conditions, or, on the contrary, that appears inhabited by a lot of
people; schools; bazaars.

Contacts were thus taken with the closest person to the car, always men. As mentioned above,
many people where found outside thanks to harvesting season. The driver, well known in
many communities, generally introduced us this person, when we did not know anybody in
the village.

We then requested to this person to gather some other people of the village to have a
discussion about agriculture and breeding issues (the field of intervention of the NGOs in the
area). We always required an experienced man (“ke pokhta shada”), an old man (white beard)
and a young man, when this configuration was possible to obtain. Gradually, and taking
opportunity of a sentence or topic, we could reach the main point, i.e. the question of
migrations in the area.
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Other meetings have been a bit more organized. Through our network in Kabul, we had the
opportunity to meet the shuras of Behsud and Kajab in Dasht-e-Barshi (district 13), to have an
interview with the Dr Sayed Askar Mousavi, and to arrange a meeting with Mr Karim Khalilit8
and Mohammad Moaqiqg!®. We also received great help from GERES collaborators to arrange
meetings with IOM and UNHCR in Bamyan.

This sampling allowed us to discuss with 107 different people, including 27 focus groups with
people in the field (Behsud, Bamyan). The objective was to reach people from various social
categories:

TYPE OF INTERVIEWEES NUMBER
NGOs responsible and workers 8
People in the field 84
Academic 1
Community leaders - Shura 12
Politics 2
ToTAL 107

Table 1: Type of interviewees

For this purpose, many places have been visited in the three areas:

LOCATION NUMBER OF VILLAGES
OR PLACES
In Behsud 24
In Bamyan 5
In Kabul 7
TOTAL 36

Table 2: Location of interviews

Whenever possible, the objective was also to reach people from various social levels, always
with the idea to confront the ideas and opinions:

8 Former Vice-President of Hamid Karzai
19 Current Vice-President of Abdullah Abdullah
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The group on the picture gathered the tchai-
khana owner,

e 1 shopkeeper,
¢ 1 mechanic,

e 1 mason,

e 4 landowners,

e 1 young employee of the restaurant

e 1 young sharecropper

(Not all shown in the picture). Focus group: Tchai-khana of Kuttal Mullah
Yaqub’s bazaar

Hereunder an exhaustive list states the occupation of interviewees
e Landowners : most of those living in Behsud also work on their land
e Dehgan (farmers or sharecroppers)
e Shopkeeper, easy to find on the Behsud main road all along Helmand river
e Various manual workers (mechanic, masons etc.)
e Teachers
e Doctors
e Animal health workers
e NGO employees
e Academics
e Community leaders: shuras of Kajab-e-Bala and from Behsud in Kabul,
e Politics

¢ International organizations: UNHCR and IOM heads of office in Bamyan

1.2.4 Semi-structured interviews and questionnaires
A semi-structured methodology has been preferred to a precise questionnaire.

The semi-structured interviews are conducted with a fairly open framework that allows for
focused, conversational, two-way communication. They can be used both to give and receive
information.

Unlike the questionnaire framework, where detailed questions are formulated ahead of time,
semi-structured interview starts with more general questions or topics. Relevant topics
(breeding, agriculture etc) are initially identified and the potential relationships between
these topics and the issues (i.e. migrations) become the basis for more specific questions
which do not need to be prepared in advance.
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Not all questions were designed and phrased ahead of time. The majority of questions were
created during the interview, allowing both the interviewer and the person being interviewed
the flexibility to probe for details or discuss issues.

Semi-structured interviews are guided only in the sense that some forms of interview guides,
such as a matrix2° is prepared beforehand, and provides a framework for the interview.

This methodology is particularly efficient in those remote areas, as it contributes to create a
trusting atmosphere and abolish the notion of interviewer (who is looking for answers) and
interviewee (who is supposed to provide the correct answers). A more open discussion takes
place, where the searcher can bring smoothly the concerned topics.

20 Made up with 4 main research topics described at the end of point 1.3.1
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2 Migrations in Behsud

2.1 Causes of migrations

For Hazaras people, being a migrant is almost written in the DNA. There is a long tradition of
migrations in the area and it appears that this tradition is still taking place in the mind of
Hazaras. We can identify three explanatory factors:

e The origin of Hazaras people: as explained previously, their origin is still not clear and
various theories exist. However, it is accepted by all that this origin can be explained
by people’s movements and migrations in Central Asia.

e Secondly, there has been a tradition of people’s displacements due to repressions
against Hazaras in the country: Hazaras then became used to leave and sometimes
come back in their native area

e Finally, there is an important tradition of seasonal migrations favored by economy and
climate: the winter is long; snow and cold do not allow outdoor working. Accordingly,
a lot of people left Hazarajat to work in the cities or in Pakistan during the winter. We
can quote Monsutti :

“Before the soviet coup in 1978, seasonal migrations concerned 30 to 50%
of men in the poorest villages [of Hazdrajat]”?![our translation]

Migrations seem then logical and traditional for the communities of Hazarajat; despite the
fact migrations may be linked to cyclical reasons, some of the migrant’s motivations are fully
structural and part of the identity of the people. This always has to be kept in mind to avoid a
partial understanding of the situation and of this study.

This may be enlightened by the conclusion of Monsutti about the “migration as life principle”:

“Through the study of individual life trajectory and familial strategies, we
can figure out that very few afghan people never left their countries in the
[35] past years, and rare are the ones who never came back at least one
time for short visits. There are continuous comings and goings (raft o
dmad). The image of the refugee, compelled to leave his land due to a
threat overwhelming him, is far away from this statement. The quoted
reasons to leave their lands are various and often overlay [...] My main
objective is not to enlighten so much those motivations, but rather to take
notice of the existence of migratory routes and to draw from the analyze
the individual and familial strategies. [...] Migration became a real life
principle”?2[our translation]

Although it has already been mentioned in the historical part, it is primordial to keep in mind
that in the recent history, Hazarajat has known three periods of important migrations, or even
better said exceptional “mass exodus”. It is interesting to mention them as comparison points
when we want to have indications on the importance of current migrations:

e The tough 2-year repression (1891-1893) by King Abdul Rahman (Cf. 1.2.2)

*! Alessandro Monsutti, Guerres et migrations, réseaux sociaux et stratégies économiques de Hazéras
d’Afghanistan, éditions de I'Institut d’Ethnologie de Neuchatel, éditions de la maison des sciences et de 'homme
de Paris, 2004, p. 90.

22 Alessandro Monsutti, op.cit., p. 186
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e The great famine in 1971

e Taliban time (also broached above)

4

To the question “how many people have left your village in the past years?”, all people
answered referring to before and after Taliban time, showing the trauma that this period was.

Quite all places have lost many families in those days:

- In Seyyed villages of Khédgi Agha: 25 families before Talibans, 10 after their departure
- In Donga (Manteqa of Sang-e-Shanda): 76 families before, 17 remaining after
- InJdy Zangy (Manteqa of Sang-e-Shanda): 180 families before, 110 after
- In Khdna Sultan Village (Kajab): 140 families before, 30 after
In Dahan-e-Bedak (Abdara): 12 families before, 3 after

Mr Mir Agha Nasrat explained that there were actually 4 reasons for migrations:
e Economy: poverty plays an important role in the migrations strategies
e War
e natural disaster
e the consequences of development

During the mission, we also acquired the conviction that education is an additional important
determinant of migrations. It defines new behaviors in the “raft o dmad” of movement
described by Monsutti.

Nowadays in Behsud, we could identify 4 reasons for migrations:

I.  Economy is clearly the first reason mentioned by the people met all along the road.
The geography has a strong impact on the lack of cultivated lands. Every single source
of water is exploited for agriculture purposes. However, not all families own lands, and
generally the poorest families (i.e. those who don’t own lands) leave first. However,
even if it is marginally in the situations we faced, it has to be mentioned that poverty
may be, in some case, the result of political issues.

For instance, Mr Aziz?3® used to own land in Dare-Muchak?* (place with recent settlements)
Kuchis owned some lands in the area and came back to claim their property after war. This

person wanted to stay on the land, and made a grab? to pay the Kuchis to get the land

23The name has been changed on his demand
24North-west of Kuttal Mullah Yagoub in Behsud II
25 See terms and definitions
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property rights. It cost him 100 sheep and 70 ser of wheat?®. A financially more-secure neighbor
“took the grab” (loaned the money)and the right to exploit the land until the total
reimbursement of the debt. As working as a sharecropper in his own land was not enough for
Mr. Aziz to reimburse the debt, he went to Bamyan, where he has been given a home in Naw
Abad by UNHCR and is now working as guard in the clinic to reimburse the money to his

neighbor.

II.  War is the second reason of migrations: despite the fact that the conflict with Kuchis
that arose in 2007cannot be named a war due to its seasonality (generally in spring
and beginning of the summer) and limited area (Kajab Valley), people suffer the same
consequences caused by war. Among 1,200 families living in Kajab valley, 360 families
have been displaced in 2011; 200 in 2012; 180 in 201327,

Mohammad Younouss is the para-vet of Kajab-e-Bala. He took the example of his own village
to describe the situation: 140 houses remained in “Khédna Sultan” after Talibans time.
Nowadays, only 30 houses are inhabited. If some inhabitant flee to bordering villages (in the
manteqa of Bad Asyab for instance), most of them have left to Kabul. Proximity of the city and
the hope to find work thanks to the familial network led many people to choose the capital as

a destination.

lll.  Education is one of the new phenomena stated in recent years, and thus not
completely described in the literature (Mousavi or Monsutti). Young people are leaving
Behsud to attend university and be educated. The meeting with Dr Mousavi pointed a
fact that is now largely accepted in political field: Hazaras people now use education
as a way to climb social ladder. The fact that Pashtun people have generally less access
to education in many eastern or southern provinces province (burnt schools, girls not
allowed to study, business opportunities etc.) confers them a secondary role at Kabul
University, the reference in the country. Less than 5% of people succeeding the
admission test are Pashtun people, which is considerably low compared to their
proportion in global population (around 40%).

Hazaras people then constitute an important part of students. Education is a field that has
been totally opened to them after 2001 and the importance to go to school and even after to
university is spread even in the most remote places of Behsud. In Chaghatian (Manteqa of
Sorkh Abad), a landowner had 2 out of his 5 children studying in Kabul, where they are hosted
and receive help from their family.

26Regarding the current price in the country, this amount represents nearly 720,000 AFS (around 11.250 USD).
2’Briefing notes on Behsud situation, UNHCR - FU, March 2015. The available figures between 2008 and 2011
take into account other areas than Kajab (Dai Mirdad for instance). The exact figure for Kajab is thus not
quantifiable. However, it is sure that many families also flee at the beginning of the conflict as Kajab is the
frontline.
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IV. Islam is the last key element to understand the migrations process of Behsud:
regarding the Islamic law, the capital of a father who dies should be equitably shared
between the brothers. Due to limited surfaces, and in order not to dismember the
family lands, the family choice is often to let one child in the area to work the land,
while the others leave Behsud to join Kaboul, Ghazni or Iran for some of them. The
modalities for transferring the use of the land within the same family (brothers
generally) are usufruct, sale of the part to the staying brother and sharecropping.

Lastly, the question of new technologies has also been mentioned by some young people.
However, it is difficult to consider it at 5% reason as it has been really marginally evocated (in
only one village).

2.2 Typology of migrants

In almost all the visited places, no matter the social level or economic situation, people answer
“young men” when asked who are the migrants It is clearly the first category of people leaving,
and it is not really surprising as the movement of young men has been well described in the
literature: young men leave for work first, and more recently for education, as described
above.

Young women never leave alone, they generally do after they get married. They are really less
concerned by education than men, so do not contribute significantly to young people’s
migrations. There are two cases, regarding the situation of the husband: either he lives in
Behsud, and most of the time the family will remain in the area (except for the reasons
mentioned in point 2.1). Or he lives “abroad” (Kabul, Ghazni, and Iran) and his wife will leave
Behsud and join him.

The question of teenagers leaving in European countries is also an important part of
migrations. However, AREU and UNHCR published in 201428 a study about the topic, and
showed that the high sending areas of unaccompanied Hazdra children were Kabul and
Ghazni. Bamyan was located in the low-sending areas. By extension, it may be asserted that
Behsud also is a low-se